Arch 401 - Gill Sans with Ron Haselden

Gill Sans script isused to give each bridge its large scale number as assigned to it somewhere in the past history of its making. The numbers, which include 401, are inscribed in configurations of tiny electronic lights (LED's) up and under each bridge as a large illuminated number. The number is drawn as surface mounted lights and follows the curvature of the bridge brickwork. The illumination is readable at all times.

A work that gives an identity to the individual bridges of Southwark. To draw attention to the part they play in the context of local of architecture and social functions that are important in our daily lives. To announce that these structures have an identity within a family of like structures and apart from their importance as bridges, they have their unique and interesting part to play within Southwark. Each has an official number. Footballers have numbers, houses have numbers as do lottery tickets, buses, cars and telephones. We often remember these numbers and these modest tags can carry much importance.

Eric Gill was a sculptor who explored the aesthetic of letters and numbers and Gill Sans is one of his most celebrated scripts. The simplicity and boldness of the letters and numbers in this script have been exploited in many situations but perhaps they are at their best on the large scale and out in the open air. I am proposing that this script be used to give each bridge its large scale number as assigned to it somewhere in the past history of its making. The numbers, which include  30A .............. 210, would be inscribed in configurations of tiny electronic lights (LED's) up and under each bridge as a large illuminated number. The number would be drawn as surface mounted lights and would follow the curvature of the bridge brickwork. The illumination would be quite readable at all times day and night and require the minimum of maintenance and other costs due to the reliability of this electronic medium. The labyrinthine streets and passageways around this interesting area of Southwark would be therefore punctuated with these numerical bridge illuminations and they would form visual links from street to street.

- Ron Haselden 2000
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