TREELINE a submission for the Heritage Vantage Point Westonbirt by

Robert Barnes Architects, Buro Happold, Jurg Altherr and Ron Haselden

In order for visitors to comprehend the whole of the Historical Landscape of Westonbirt they need to understand and experience the spatial relationships between the House, the Downs, the Old Arboretum and Silk Wood. Only multiple vantage points allow such an appreciation and so the concept of Treeline is to provide such an extended and connected series of views.

Designed to accommodate school parties of 60+, and allow a minimum of 100 people to gain a new perspective on the Westonbirt Arboretum, Treeline disperses these visitors and this experience over the landscape. Using a simple, robust,  low technology approach we propose a slow moving 'seat in the sky' to move visitors through many parts of the Arboretum and allow them to appreciate the overall integration of trees and landscape.

The fine cable, elegant timber seating, supporting structure, creates minimal disruption to the listed landscape. The wide dispersal of the users, achieves maximum access to high level views, throughout the estate, with minimum visual impact. 

Non-invasive solutions are to be employed to avoid foundations and other disruptive procedures affecting trees, shrubs and other valued features. The exact extent and route of Treeline will be part of the next stage of development, as will issues surrounding the management of such a facility. Safety will be a priority for the team going forward with particular thought being given to operation and economics.

The interdependence of the elements of such a proposal and its capacity to be modified also allows for change and adaptation over time. Relocation and extension, rerouting and alignment can be sensitively considered at all design stages and even after implementation, indicating the flexibility and potential mobility of the idea.

The structural supports and the chairs will be constructed from specially laminated timber carefully and sensitively designed to show the full potential of timber as a modern sustainable material. The chairs can have spring, summer autumn and winter 'outfits' to accommodate the changing seasons harmonise with the environmental setting and create a new experience each time for returning visitors. 

Running for 2500m with 50 No. double seats at 50m c/s supported by 25 No. 5-30m high masts resting on screw piles bored into the earth without disturbing the tree roots, and moving at 1m/sec giving a 40 minute experience for the Treeline traveller. Numerous opportunities exist for sponsoring the elements of the ride, the chairs and masts, also giving ‘special donor day’ free access for companies and individuals financing the original project. The ride will have an optional commentary taken by the passengers on Treeline, which will tell the full story of the Holford Family and their passion for the tree collection at Westonbirt.

Operating at high level within the tree canopy, Treeline gives all visitors a completely new perspective on the life of trees. Its changing views facilitate innovative interpretation, especially of the historic nature of the whole site. Older people will enjoy the physical freedom of Treeline from the ground, younger children will be excited by the flight from the ground through the trees.

Whilst moving silently across the landscape in and out of the trees multiple messages are received about the relationships between man and nature. The changing nature of things also means that the ability of Treeline to be adapted and moved when necessary gives it a life of it's own, within the arboretum. We see Treeline as a reflection of the ambitions of Westonbirt Heritage Partnership to bring the enjoyment of trees to a wider public.

Treeline is silent ( apart from the modest electric motor sited near to the present kitchens, playground and shop), visually delicate, and designed with the assistance of artists who revel in the challenge of siting new works in sensitive contexts. In addition to the daytime use there is also the possibility within the current proposals to introduce special lighting within the timber masts to light the canopy and route through the arboretum at dusk. This would be an entirely new departure for Westonbirt.

